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HoLst
GUSTAV THEODOZE HoLsT (1874-1934) wAS AN ENGLISH COMPOSER, ACRANGER ANO TEACHER. BEST KNOWN FOR HIS
ORCHESTRAL SUITE "THE PLANETS'. THERE WERE PROFESSIONAL MUSICIANS IN THE PREVIOUS THREE GENERATIONS OF HOLST'S
FAMILY, AND IT WAS CLEAR FROM HIS EARLY YEARS THAT HE WOULD FOLLOW THE SAME CALLING. HOLST WAS 80N
IN CHELTENHAM, GLOUCESTEQSHIRE, THE ELOER OF THE TWO CHILOZEN OF ADOLPH VON HOLST, A PROFESSIONAL MUSICIAN,
AND HIS WIFE, CLAgA CoX. CLARA WAS OF BRITISH DESCENT, BUT THE HOLST SIOE OF THE FAMILY WAS OF MIXED SWEDISH,
LATVIAN AND GERMAN ANCESTRY. HOLST HAD HOPED TO BECOME A PIANIST, BUT WAS PREVENTED 8Y AN INTURY TO HIS
RIGHT AM. DESPITE HIS FATHER'S RESEQVATIONS, HE PURSUED A CAREER AS A COMPOSER, STUDYING AT
THE 20YAL COLLEGE OF MUSIC UNDER CHARLES STANFORD. UNABLE TO SUPPORT HIMSELF 8Y HIS COMPOSITIONS, HE PLAYED
THE TROMBONE PROFESSIONALLY ANO LATER BECAME A TEACHER. AMONG OTHE® TEACHING ACTIVITIES HE 8UILT UP A STRONG
TQADITION OF PEQFORMANCE AT MogLEY COLLEGE, WHERE HE SEQVED AS MUSICAL DIRECTOR FROM 1907 UNTIL 1924 aND
PIONEERED MUSIC EDUCATION FOR WOMEN AT ST PAUL'S GILS' SCHOOL, WHERE HE TAUGHT FeoM 1905 UNTIL HIS DEATH IN
1934, His OISTINCTIVE COMPOSITIONAL STYLE WAS THE PRODUCT OF MANY INFLUENCES, RICHARD WAGNER ANO RICHARD
STRAUSS BEING MOST CRUCIAL EARLY IN HIS DEVELOPMENT. THE SUBSEQUENT INSPIRATION OF THE ENGLISH FOLKSONG
REVIVAL OF THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY AND THE EXAMPLE OF SUCH RISING MODEZN COMPOSERS AS MAURICE RAVEL, LED
HOLST TO DEVELOP AND REFINE HIS INOIVIOUAL STYLE. HOLST'S WORKS WERE PLAYED FREQUENTLY IN THE EARLY YEARS OF
THE 20TH CENTURY, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE INTEZNATIONAL SUCCESS OF “THE PLANETS' IN THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY
AFTER THE FIRST WoeLO WAR THAT HE BECAME A WELL-KNOWN FIGURE. A SHY MAN, HE DID NOT WELCOME THIS FAME, AND
PREFEQQED TO 2E LEFT IN PEACE TO COMPOSE AND TEACH. HE WAS A SIGNIFICANT INFLUENCE ON A NUMBER OF YOUNGE®R
ENGLISH COMPOSERS, INCLUDING EOMUND Ru8sgA, MICHAEL TIPPETT AND BENTAMIN BRITTEN.

THAXTED
"THAXTED" IS A TUNE BASED ON THE STATELY THEME FQOM THE MIOOLE SECTION OF THE TUPITER MOVEMENT OF HIS
ORCHESTRAL SUITE "THE PLANETS' ANO NAMED AFTER THAXTEO, THE ENGLISH VILLAGE WHERE HE RESIOED MUCH OF HIS
LIFE. HE ADAPTED THE THEME IN 1921 T0 FIT THE PATRIOTIC POEM ‘| Vow TO THEE, MY CoUNTRY" 8Y CECIL SPRING
QICE BUT THAT WAS AS A UNISON SONG WITH ORCHESTRA. IT DIO NOT APPEAR AS A HYMN-TUNE CALLEO "THAXTED' UNTIL
HIS FRIEND RALPH VAUGHAN WILLIAMS INCLUDED IT IN "SONGS OF PeAISE" IN 1926. IT WAS SUNG AT THE FUNERAL
0F DIANA, PRINCESS OF WALES IN 1997 AND IS SUNG ANNUALLY ON REMEMBRANCE DAY (Poppy DAY) AT THE QoYAL
ALBERT HALL. THE HYMN TUNE IS SUNG IN NUMEQOUS KEYS, THE MAIN ONE BEING B FLAT. SOMETIMES WHEN CHOIRS SING
IN & PART HARMONY THEY OPT FOR A DIFFERENT KEY TO ALLOW FoR SATS. WE HAVE OPTED FOR 8 FLAT AS WE FEEL IT
BETTER SUITS BRASS INSTRUMENTS. THIS ARRANGEMENT IS OF FLEXIBLE LENGTH, ALLOWING FOR THE STANDARD HYMN
TUNE FORMAT OF 3 VERSES, BUT CAN 8E REPEATED 02 DELETED AD LIS. WE HAVE ALSO PROVIOED YOU WITH AN OPTIONAL
FANFAZE INTROOUCTION AND AN ALTESNATIVE VERSE 3 COMPLETE WITH FLOURISHES.

SUPERsRASS MUSIC
SINCE THE START OF SUPE?S¢4sS IN EARLY 2005, | HAVE STRIVED TO COMMISSION NEW ORIGINAL COMPOSITIONS ANO
AR2ANGEMENTS FOR BRASS AND PERCUSSION.
SUPECSASS MUSIC 1S COMMITTED TO OEVELOPING ACCESSIBLE NEW MUSIC FOR BRASS OF THE VERY HIGHEST QUALITY.
ILLEGAL PHOTOCOPYING DENIES COMPOSERS ANO PUBLISHERS OF THEI? RIGHTFUL QEVENUE.
A LACK OF QEVENUE DETERS PUBLISHERS FROM INVESTING IN NEW COMMISSIONS.
ALL MUSICIANS SUFFER THE CONSEQUENCES OF ILLEGAL PHOTOCOPYING.
THE FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS.
NOW THAT YOU HAVE THE FACTS, YOU CAN HELP THE FUTURE OF THE CREATIVE MUSIC WORLD.

[F YOU D0 HAPPEN UPON ANY ERR02S PLEASE LET ME KNOW 8Y CONTACTING ME PERSONALLY AT INFOBSUPER82ASS.CO.UK
R0GER ARGENTE / ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
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